Health Officers Urge Rejection of Alcohol Access Bill

The Maryland Association of County Health OfficéACHO) is strongly objecting to
Senate Bill 745 and House Bill 879, legislationttvauld protect so-called “alcopops”
with low tax rates and easy access by teenagdapdps include such sweetened malt
beverages as Smirnoff Ice, Bacardi Silver, and Dmokiel’s Hard Cola.

Earlier this month, the Attorney General issueapimion that these products should be
classified as liquor, with restricted access amhéi taxes. But the industry-backed

legislation would fix the taxes at the beer rate] permit the products to continue to be
sold at all locations where beer is available.

“This legislation represents terrible public hegitilicy,” said Larry Leitch, health officer
of Carroll County and President of MACHO. “Cementieasy access to alcopops in the
law undermines efforts to reduce underage drinkimg) substance abuse.”

According to the American Medical Association:

o0 The marketing of these products targets teenagéismore teen girls exposed
to advertisements than women 21 or over.

o More than one third of teenage girls have triegé¢hgroducts.

0 Use of alcopops by teenage girls is associatedwiggtr-risk sexual behavior,
being in a car with a driver who is drinking, aresping out from drinking.

A July 2007 report by the Marin Institute in Catifica found:
0 Underage drinkers consume 47% of alcopops in Galdo

0 Taxing the products as liquor would reduce undecagsumption by 35% and
reduce associated crime, high-risk sex, and traféshes.

“With California moving to regulate alcopops asuli, it makes no sense for Maryland
to go in the exact opposite direction, “said P8itenson, chair of the legislative
committee for MACHO and health officer of Howard@dy. “This bill needs to be
stopped immediately.”
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