ALCOHOL FACTS

Secondhand Effects of Alcohol Use

The cost of alcohol consumption can be far greater than the price of a drink. Alcohol use is
responsible for increased violence and crime, decreased worker productivity, higher health
insurance premiums, and deaths and injuries from drinking-driving crashes. Drinkers alone do not
pay these costs—everyone splits the bill.

Problem: The consequences of alcohol use Solution: Because the costs of alcohol use
affect everyone—even those who drink rarely have an impact on everyone in a community,
or not at all. the most effective solutions often involve com-

- There is a strong association between alcohol con-
sumption and physical assault’; communities that
have a higher density of liquor stores and bars
experience more violent assaults.”

- Every year in the U.S., approximately 40 percent
of fatal traffic crashes involve alcohol. Estimates
from 2000 show that the societal costs of driving
under the influence come to $1 per drink, with peo-
ple other than the drinking driver paying 60 per-
cent of those costs.’

- Alcohol costs the U.S. economy an estimated
$134 billion per year in lost productivity and earn-
ings due to alcoholrelated illness, premature
death, and crime.*

- Less than half of the economic burden of alcohol
abuse falls on those who drink alcohol—govern-
ment bears nearly 40 percent of the burden, with
private insurance and victims also losing billions of
dollars.®
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munity change. Educating the public about

alcohol's secondhand effects and implement-
ing environmental prevention strategies can

reduce those costs.

- To effectively reduce the secondhand effects of
alcohol, communities can change the environment
that fosters problematic alcohol use. Environmental
prevention is a proven method that focuses on four
areas that shape community alcohol problems:
community norms, access and availability, media
messages, and policy and enforcement.®

- Because drinkers are responsive to price changes,
increasing taxes on alcohol reduces consumption
and decreases problems associated with alcohol
abuse.”

- Due to the relationship between alcohol availabil-
ity and crime, regulating outlet density and restrict-
ing sales can reduce availability, decrease crime
rates, and improve communities.®

- Carefully measuring alcohol's impact is a key to
change. Collecting and reporting data—including
statistics, stories, and pictures—can help motivate
community members and policy makers.” '°




. Scott, Kathryn D., John Schafer, and Thomas K. Greenfield. (1999) "The role of alcohol in physical
assault perpetration and victimization," Journal of Studies of Alcohol, 60(4), 528-36.

. Scribner, R. A., D. MacKinnon, and J. Dwyer. (1995) "The risk of assaultive violence and alcohol avail-
ability in Los Angeles County," American Journal of Public Health 3(85), 335-340.

. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  "Impaired Driving in the United States." (2000)
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/alcohol/impaired-drivingusa/US.pdf
. Harwood, H. (2000) Updating Estimates of the Economic Costs of Alcohol Abuse in the United States:

Estimates, Update Methods, and Data. Report prepared by The Lewin Group for the National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.

. National Institute on Drug Abuse. "The Economic Costs of Alcohol and Drug Abuse in the United States
-1992." (1998) hitp://www.nida.nih.gov/EconomicCosts/Index.html

. The Marin Institute. (2005) "Solutions to Community Alcohol Problems: A Roadmap for Environmental
Prevention."

. Cook, Philip and Michael Moore (2002). "The Economics of Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol Control
Policies." Health Affairs 21(2), 120-133.

. Gyimah-Brempong, Kwabena. (2001) "Alcohol availability and crime: Evidence from census tract
data." Southern Economic Journal 60, 2-21.

. National Crime Prevention Council. "Key Learnings & Recommendations from The Alcohol Policy
Conference 2000" (2000) http://128.121.17.146/ncpc/ncpe/2pg=2088-2140

10. Coleman, Victor. (1997) "Understanding Retail Alcohol Availability: A Community Action
Handbook." Santa Clara Valley Health and Hospital Systems: Department of Alcohol and Drug
Services, Prevention Division.



