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Responsibility for underage drinking is not limited to America's youth. Adults who provide alcohol
to youth play a large part in the problem. Effective solutions include a community-based approach

which holds adults accountable for their actions.

Problem: Many adults condone underage
drinking, making it easy for minors to obtain
alcohol through social connections such as
parents, older siblings, friends, and friends'
parents.

- One in four parents think that teens should be

allowed to drink at home with their parents present.'

- Nineteen percent of adults and 16 percent of par-
ents with children aged 12-20 agree that underage
drinking is a rite of passage.?

- Adults are the most common source of alcohol for
13-18 year olds.®

- Sixty-five percent of teens say it is easy to obtain
alcohol from adult relatives or siblings.”

- One in three teens report obtaining alcohol from
their own parents knowingly, and 40 percent have

been served alcohol by a friend's parent.’

- Forty-six percent of youth who attempt to purchase
alcohol employ the "shoulder tap" method by loiter-
ing outside of a store and soliciting adults to pur-

chase alcohol for them.®

- In Marin County, California, 40 percent of youth
reported that most often, community members pur-
chase alcohol for young people.”
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Solution: Communities can provide deter-
rents and change norms by enacting policies
that hold adults accountable for their role in
underage drinking.

- Social host laws impose penalties on adults who
provide alcohol to a person under the age of 21 or
allow for the adult to be held liable for any injuries
and damages that occur as a result of underage

drinking.®

- Ohio's "Parents Who Host, Lose The Most" cam-
paign to increase awareness of social host laws
resulted in a 26 percent decrease in the number of
youth who say they had attended a party in the prior

two months where alcohol was served to youth.’

- Shoulder tapping can be effectively combated and

reduced through enforcement programs using under-

age decoys.'°

- Keg registration statutes require that kegs of beer
be formally registered and tagged at purchase so
that law enforcement officers who confiscate the beer

from underage drinkers can track the keg back to the

original buyer."'

- These policies that hold adults accountable enjoy
strong public support: 71 percent of adults favor
beer keg registration and 72 percent support penal-

ties on parents who provide alcohol to minors.'?
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